CHAPTER V

THE IMPRESSION" MADE UPON LITERACY CONNOISSEURS BY
MADAME D'EPINAY'S MEMOIRS.

THE position taken up by literary critics who formed
their judgment of Jean Jacques Rousseau upon Grimm's
Literary Correspondence and Madame d'Epinay's Memoirs
is one that recommends itself at first sight by its extreme
reasonableness.

With regard to Grimm first of all It is not claimed
for Mm that he is an entirely impartial or a trustworthy
judge of Rousseau. It is admitted that he disliked him,
for personal reasons; it is also recognized that his
position and practical spirit rendered him insensible to
Rousseau's peculiar merits as a literary artist. But
when allowances have been made for these antipathies
and limitations, it is affirmed that Grimm had a clear
head and a judicial mind; that he knew Rousseau very
well: and that his opinion is worth considering.

Again, with regard to Madame d'Epinay: it is not
claimed that her Memoirs give us a faultlessly exact and
an historically accurate narrative of her relations with
Rousseau. Here, too, we must make allowances,, and
understand that when painting her own picture, and the
pictures of the men and women of her society, this skilful
artist has naturally flattered some of her portraits, and
exaggerated the ugly features in others. In the case of
her ungrateful protege, Jean Jacques, we may take it for
granted that when describing his behaviour Madame
d'Epinay has heightened the colour of his offences ; and
toned down any causes he may have had for irritation
against Grimm for high-handed treatment of his foibles
and extravagances; and any cause of dissatisfaction with

52n this inquiry we shall discover how in-
